





The calender is filling up nicely at the moment, with the
sush Dance just pes=ing (more about that later), FPeter Pink'=
Labour Day itrip to either Caledonia cor PDonnellys and Pat Caszey
will be leading a trip to the Otways with a base camp on his
property at Torquay.

Pete's trip is "“A" grade, so don't forget Yecovery gear
and make sure the wvehicle qualifies for the trip. Don't make
someone else turn their wvehicle inside-ocut trying to find
equipment then drag 1t up the hill because you left yours at
home or you haven't bought one because someone else will have
that!!

Don't get me wrong....I'm not saying you have to S0
and spend almost as much as you paid for the car an recovery
gear, but & good snatch strap and a couple of shackles will

i
probably set you back az much as those seal covers, and [
¥now which would be of more use when you're bogged to the ‘go
taster stripes'. The trip to Mayford demonstrated this when

“teve Alder's vehicle had diff trouble, we sinply bhooked up
the “A'bar and the partially disabled vehicle was up the top
in no time with little effort and most important, zately.

Now we can get back to the Bushk Dance. Once again those
who came had a rip-roaring evening with Bobsy Die turming on a
great performance and whats more it didn't rain. The salad bar
worgked well and I'd like to thank those who contributed the
salads and special thanks to those who lent equipment and
their service. It hasn't gone unnoticed. And whats more this
was not our first unprofitable Bush Dance! Thanks to all those
who turned up because thats whal makes the evening.

See you at the next meeting

DAVE HEARD.
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VICTORIAN FOUR WHERI, IDRIVE I U
TERIP IDATA

WHAT " 3 (OW

Destinaticn; Otways-Torquay

Contact; Pat Casey Fh 270 6452

Departure Date; % March Departure Time;

Departure Point; Make own way to Torquay Friday night or

Saturday mcrning

Fuel Required,; Full Tank

Last Fuel Available: Torguay

Maps Kequired: Otways, Forest Commission

Grade; E Duration; Veekend

Base Camp: Yes Natiocnal Parks: No

Route Via: To be advised of meeting place at Torguay
Aim to be at Torquay 9.30-10.00an Saturday

Activities: Four WVheel Driving

Special Conditions: Guood tyres & full recovery gear.

Especially if wet

WANTIED WANTED WANTEID WANTEID

Parts, manual or info ect.

Suit 1976 Serles 3 Landrover S.W.B. Diesel Uie
Gus Pearl 762 4013

1412 Mountain Highway

Thie Basin 3154

NOTICE NMOTICE NOTUIOCE NOTIOCE

PILEASE NOTE THAT THE ILATDIIESS DAY
WII.L, NOT BPBE HELD ON THE 13 I
MARCH DUE TO THIX JT.ONG WEEKENID
BUTLDT A NEW DATE WILI, RFE SET VERY
SO
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KEY DAT

FEBRUARY 1988

Monday 8th - V.AF.W.D.C. Comittee Meeting - 5t. Faiths Hali.
Wednesday  10th} - Off Road 4 W.D. Recreation Show 1388.
io }
Sunday 14th) - Royal Exhibition Building.
Wednesday  24th - VA FW.D.C, General Meeting -

St. Faiths Hall, Charles Strest, Burwood.

Guest Speaker - Mrs. Tehan M.F., Shadow Minister for
Conservation Forests and Lands.

MARCH 1988
Monday 7th - V.AF.W.D.C. Comitiee Meeting - 5t. Faiths Hall.
Wedhesday 23rd - V.A.FW.D.C. General Meeting -
St. Faiths Hall, Charles Street, Burwood.
APRIL 1988
Monday 11th -  V.AF.W.D.C. Comittee Meeting - 5f. Faiths Hall.
Wednesday  27th - V.AFW.D.C. General Meating -
5t. Faiths Hall, Charles Sireet, Burwood.
Friday 29th) - GIPPSLAND FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CLUB.
Saturday 30th) - "GO-DOWNY,
Sunday  1st May) - Labertouche Victoria.
MAY 1988
Monday Sth - VA FW.D.C., Comittee Meeting - St. Faiths Hall.
Wednesday 25th - V.AF.W.D.C. General Meeting -
St. Faiths Hall, Charles Street, Burwood.
JUNE 1988
Monday 13th - VA F.W.D.C. Comittee Meeting - St. Faiths Hall.
Wednesday - V.A.F.W.D.C. General Meeting -

St. Faiths Hall, Charles Street, Burwood.

SUB COMMITTEE NOTICE BOARD

Dave Hocking, Chairman Displays and Publicity Sub-Covmittee is asking members
for suggestions for Promotion Venues for 1988,

The Sub-Committee is already conslidering Venues such as:
Royal Melbourne Show,
Caravan Camping & 4x4 Show.
L.R.O.C. Field Day.
Dandenong and Lilydale Shows.
And Other Rural Shows.

Members who have new, unusual or novel Promotional ideas for our Display Unit
should contact Dave Hocking, Ph., 583 1987,

Remamber, if you have an idea you believe will succeed, even if you are ncot
sure how to make it work, contact Dave and the Sub-Cormitiee.



-  the pmmafg congern of the V.A.F.W.D.C. was track closures,
and how wg¢ want to be consulted on track related matters that
in any way limit access to the bush. I pointed cut that the
V.ALF WD supported seasonal track closures to protect tracks
affected By sévere weather conditions and ensuring the safety
‘of the W Drivers,

- the'V.A.F"’".‘f?ﬁf..U;C."s role is a "sweeper service" for tracks and
its varioaﬁ support services, i.e. Area cleanups, adopt~—a—-tr~ac%<
and "strikeforce - all designed to keep the bush tracks in good
conditions = -

Following questions from the Regional Managers and a general discussion on
the points 1 raised, it was agreed that a Joint Working Party comprising of
representatives of C.F.. & L. and the V.A.F.W.D.C. be established.

The Joint Working Par‘tf},a?oqiéf have membership as follows:

e Director of Regional Marnagement Peter Langley

o C.F. & L. Regional .Managers {probably Frank  Noble
R and Gus Geary)

° President,.4.V.A.F.W.D.,C. Neville Lester.

o V.AFLW.0.60 _'ﬁeipresentatives (2}

The Prime objective:of theWcr‘l—emg Party is to determine an appropriate

consultative process .\_'és%;@‘;h' ¢lear guidelines and procedures where both parties
can discuss issues affegting either party.

SEMENAR ON "OUR FORESTS FOR THE FUTLRE"

The V.A.F.W.D.C. was mwted to participate in a Seminar titled "“"Our Forests

for the Future™ and 1 mg-r‘pieased that V.AF.W.D.C. merbers were well reprasantied
at the Sa’ninarl. - b _

‘.t':“c_ai'ﬁ-‘_‘;,the Dandenong Ranges 4WD Club has prepared a
fited in this issue of Trackwatch.

Gerry Heuzinkveld, Pres
report on the Seminar, :

I would like to ehcéura%é'ail .fou_r‘ wheel drivers to participate in these public
foruns, as it is in these arenas that a course for 4WD touring is promoted,

. AVON WILDERNESS PROCLAIMED

The Avon Wilderness was proclaimed in November, 1987, and s3teps arz in train
to close off the tracks in that area. Fron discussions with the Minister,
it was agreed that the V.A.F.W.D.C. would be advised in writing of the closure
date, I expect that the Avon Wilderness Area will be closed after tho Labor
Day weekend in March. A C.F. & L. pamphlet on the Avon Wilderness Area is
printed in this issue of Trackwatch for your information.

OTWAYS MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS

Brian Tanner offered tq' prep(—_{r‘e the V.ALF.W.D.C. response to the Menagement
progsosals for the Otway Ranges., . Submissions clesed at Christmas and I trust
ihe V.AF.W.D.C.'s news will be sericusly considered.




© LIGHT VEHICLE MODIFICATIONS WORKING PARTY

1 an pleased that the V.A.F.W.D.C.  had a nurber of Club Members prepared to
join the technical sub-cotmittees of the Light Vehicle Modifications Working
Party. I must express my thanks to Kathy Grant (Dandenong Ranges 4WD Club)
and Jim Payton (Pajerc &WD) for their efforts In promoting the importance of
this group to the Four Wheel Drive Movement.. Kathy has prepared a séparate
report contained elsewhere in this issue of Trackwatch.

The Working Party is in a three-tiered structure where the work of the Technical
Sub-Cormittees is co-ordinated by the Co-ordinating Panel, who report to the
Steering Comittee. As President of the V.A.F.W.D.C. I am a member of the
Steering Comittee and will have an opportunity to consider the recommendations
from the Co-ordinating Panel. The structure of the Working Party is as follows:

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE

f'STEERING COMITTEE (REPRESENTING MAJOR ORGANISATIONS:
(12 = 14) [NTERFACE TO GOVERNVENT)
WORKING
] €O ORDINATING PANEL (REPRESENTING FUNCTIONAL CAPABILITIES:
(15 - 25) ORGANISING THE GUIDELINES)
PARTY \\
TECHNICAL SUB-COMMITTEES  (REPRESENTING TECHNICAL EXPERTISE:
K\ (approximately 75) PREPARATION OF THE GUIDELINES)
I l l l
SUSPENSION  BODY & CHASSIS &  ENGINE &
N INTERIOR  UNDERBODY  DRIVETRAIN
(= 75)

THE CO-ORDINATING PANEL NEEDS:-
i. CO-OROINATOR AND DEPUTY FROM EACH TECHNICAL SUB-COMMITTEE.
PERSONS TO WORK COUT DEFINITIONS.
PERSONS TO DEFINE AND LIST NEEDED GUIDELINES.
PERSONS TO SCHEBDULE TASKS.
PERSONS TO ASSIGN GUIDELINE DEVELOPMENT (AS TASKS)

PERSONS TO REVIEW DRAFT GUIDELINES (AS TO ADVISORY CONTENTS,
TECHNICAL DETAILS AND FORMAT OF EVIDENCE}.

PERSONS TO PREPARE PUBLICITY (DRAFT RELEASE).
BERSONS TO ARRANGE PRODUCTION (TYPING, COPYING ETC.).

[+ 20K T - R PSR B

~J]



MEETING WITH THE MINISTER FOR
CONSERVATION, FORESTS AND LANDS
- JOAN KIRNER M.L.C.

Our last meeting for 1987 with the Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands
was held on Monday, 30th November.,

The V.A.F.W.D.C. Government Lialson sub-committee comprising of Club President,
John Hughes, V.A.F.W.D.C. Secretary, and myself, were generally pleased with
the outcome cof the meeting. A separate report prepared by John is in this
issue of Trackwatch.

In my meetings with the Minister, Joan Kirner, I have found her to be an attentive
tistener, friendly, and fair and reascnable on the issues raised. I feel the
V.ALF.W.D.C. has a good working relationship with the Minister, and through
her, C.F. & L. management.

The Minister is considering sponsoring the production costs of our V.A.F.W.D.C.
"Environment” brochure.

NEW ISSUE OF C.F. & L., MAPS

Phillip Larkin of Bowyangs, has advised me that C.F. & L. have released 11
revised 1": 1 mile series (black and white) maps. These are the old faithfuls

- covering the mountain areas presented in the new folded format. The maps
are:

Cobberas Dargo Deddick Howitt

Jamieson Matlock Omec Taggerty

Walhalla Wellington Wonnangatita '

C.F. & L. have also released an updated colour map 1:25,000 for ithe Lerderderc
Gorge area. It iz a much improved production and has been produced in co-operation
of the Federation of Victoria Walking Clubs, It will prove very useful for
four wheel drivers.

V.ALE.W.D.C. BROCHURES

4W0 TOURING AND THE ENVIRONMVENT

- JOIN A 4WD CLUB.

David Handburg (Range Rover Club), who is a merber of the Publicity Coammittee,
has prepared the drafts for the re-run of the V.ALFW.D.C. brochures on "4\/D
Touring and the Environment®”, and "Join a 4WD Club™. They will be avallable
in  a cardboard box/stand which will contain 50 coples of the brochure. It
is expected that they will be available in early February so that they can
be distributed widely, i.e. C.F. & L. offices, 4WD Dealers, 4WD Clubs, etc.

OFF ROAD  FOUR WHEEL DRIVE RECREATION SHOW - 1988

The Nissan 4WD Club, through Graeme and Julie Coss, are organizing the V.A.F.W.D.C.
stand at the Off Road Four Wheel Drive Recreation Show at the Royal Exhibition
Buildings. If you can assist by manning the stand, in the period 10th to 14th
February, please contact Graeme Coss, or Dave Hocking. This is the 5th year
of this Show organized by the I.B. Exhibition Pty.itd.



.

MALLEE AREA - LAND CONSERVATION COLWNCIL REPORT

The Land Conservation Council has released its report on the "Mallee Area Reviev/',
The Land Conservation Council was esiablished under the Land Conservation Act
1870. The function of the Council is to carry out investigations and make
recarmendations to the Minister with respect to the use of public land in order
to provide for the balanced use of public land in Vicicria,

This report provides a factual basis for the preparation of submissions to
the Council, by describing and assessing the natural, economic, and cultural
resources and characteristics of public land in the Mallee arsa. Its purpose
is to ensure that all those persons and bodies who have an interest in the
future use of this public land can obtain and study the basic information that
the Council itself will study, and so make informed and constructive suggestions
to the Council for its consideration.

Demands for land for various purposes are many and varied. Some are compatible
ind some conflicting or cometitive. It is therefore important ithat the decisions
made are based on the best iInformaticn available.

Submissions are invited and should be forwarded to the Secretary of the Land
Conservation Courncil. The Councill will make its recommendations on the use
of public land in the Mallee area only after due consideration of all submissions.

The Bendigo 4WD Club, through its Secretary, Irene Chettile, has agreed to prepare
the V.A.F.W.D.C. response to this important report. Other Clubs, and indeed

club merbers, ares also invited to coment on the Report. Submissions close

on February 5th, 1988,

REVIEW AND AMENDMENTS TO V.A.F.W.D.C. INCORPORATION DOCUMENT

I invite clubs to review the current V.A.F.W.D.C. Incorporation Document and
prepare amendments that can be put at the July Annual General Meeting. Please
forward your amendmentis to the Secretary by the April V.A.F.W.D.C. Gereral
Meeting, so all proposed amendments from all clubs can be circulated to all
mermirers for discussion. Given this timeline, I hope rational discussion on
Jhe Issues can take place at the club level, and beiween clubs.

Please bear in mind that tHe V.AFW.D.C. has a sub-conmitiee preparing a set

of V.AF.W.D.C. By-Laws, and that same of the proposals may be more appropriate
in the By-Laws.

I would like to thank Geoff Bingham (Westernport and District 4WD Club), Keith
Hocking (Goulburn Valley 4WD Club) and Bernard Parfrey (Phoenix 4WD Club) for
preparing the drafts on the By-Laws. '

REVIEW OF V.A.F.W.D.C. POLICY ON

"FOUR WHEEL DRIVE TOURING ON PUBLIC LANDOM

Ken Campbell, Chairman of the Cross Country Jesp Club, is reviewing the
VLALEW.D.C.'s policy on "Four Wheel Drive Touring on Public Land". If vyou
have any suggestions for improvement on the current policy please contact Kén.
The thrust of the policy remains the same, but what has become apparent while
discussing our policy with Poligicians and C.F. & L. representatives, is that
some clauses need clarification. It is hoped the review will produce a policy
document that is simpler and clearer to urderstand by people outside the 4WD
movement, particularly Peoliticians and Govermment Officers.

NEVILLE LESTER
President, V.A.F.W.D.C,




.aHT VEHICLE MODICATI 'ORKING PARTY

On Tuesday 8th December, 1987, at the Road Traffic Authority (R.T.A.} Headquarters
in Carlton, the tight Vehicle Modifications Working Party {(L.V.M.W.P.) held
a Public Meeting, with the purpose of forming four Technical Sub-Cormittees.

i. Suspension.

2. Body & Interior,

3. Chassis & Underbody.
4. Ergine & Drivetrain.

As previously reported in November 1987 Trackwatich, the Working Party consists
of representatives from RTA, EPA, Australian Street Rod Federation, Victorian
Autometive Engineering Signatories, Corponent Manufacturers, Vic. Police, GVL
Insurances, and also V.A.F.W.D.C. {(namely Neville Lester).

The objectives and scope of the Working Party are:

OBJECTIVES:
e To establish/review guidelines relating to the modification or
individual construction of wvehicles.

To promote vehicle safety and compliance with regulatory technical
requirements (ie: to assist in the safe construction of the vehicle
and ald its registration or change of description).

To produce a format for the presentation of information to the
Road Traffic Authority and Environment Protection Authority in
order to make identification, assessment and registration easier.

SCORE -

The guidelines will be confined to kit and partial kit cars,
'homemades' and all kinds of modifications to passenger cars and
derivatives, multi-purpose cars (eg: 4 wheel drive) and other
vehicles under 4.5 tonnes GVM.

The Meeting began with an introduction from the Chairman (John Trainor - Manager
= Vehicle Certification and Roadworthiness - R.T.A.), followed by an explanation
of the 'Objectives' by the Convenor {Paul Heisler - Principal Engineer - Vehicle
Certification, R.T.A.).

Following these addresses, the Sub-Committees were formed. Each group elected
their own Co-ordinating Deputy.

The Agenda then called for the formation of the Co-ordinating Panel. The latter
consists of both Working Party members and Sub-Committee representatives.

V.AF.W.D.C. members present at the Meeting included President, Neville Lester,
Carl Reidy (TLC), Vic Taeger (LROC), Tim Kenredy and Ted Smith (R/Rover),
Jim Payton (Pajero}, and Alan Kilgour, Russell Genat, Alan Grant and Kathy
Grant (all of Dandenong Ranges 4WD). '

On our representation {i.e. V.A.F.W.D.C.)}, we can boast at least four members
comitted to involvement on the Sub-committees. Some are engaged on the Engine &
Drivetrain Comittee, with one fine soul involved in all 4,

Many -of the 200 or so present are on more than one comittee, with the reaction
from the R.T.A. dignatories being one of ‘surprise’ from the nurbers represented
at ihis Meeting. (P.S5. - Supper was great!).
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MEETING WITH THE TER

On Monday 30th November, 1987, at 5.30 p.m., representatives of the V.A.F.W.D.C.
met with the Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands, Joan Kirrer, and
the Directcr of National Parks, Don Saunders. The V.A.F.W.D0.C. was represented
by:

Neville Lester (President, V.A.F.W.D.C.)

John Hughes (Secratary, V.AFLW.D.C.)

Ken Carpbell (Chairman, Cross Country Jeep Club)
Peter Prentice (President, Nissan F.W.D.C.)}

Graeme Walsh (President, Pajerc F.W.D.C.)
The following issues were discussed at the Meeting.

1. CONSULTATIVE FPROCESSES

1.1 Meeting with C.F. & L. Regional Managers:
V.AF.W.D.C. expressed desire to meet with C.F. & L. Regional
Managers at the earliest possible opportunity. Don Saunders agreed
to arrange attendance directly with N. Lester.

1.2 Bush Code:
V.AFW.D.C. will be consulted about the contents of the Code
and representatives of the Dept. of Conservation, Forests and
Lands will consult V.A.F.W.D.C. prior to release of the Code.

1.3 Govermment Grants:
The Minister explained that V.A.F.W.D.C. may apply for a grant
for a conservation related project. the Submission must be in

by the 18th December. The V.A.F.W.D.C. undertook to submit a
proposal for conservation project.

The Minister advised that funding for general V.A.F.W.D.C. projects
should be directed to the Department of Sports and Recreation.

1.4 V.ALFLW.D.C. Policy 4WD Touring:
A copy of the official V.A.F.N.D.C. policy was handed to the Minister
for information,

2. TRACK CLOSURES:

2.1 Extended Closures:
The V.A.F.W.D.C, had consulted with C.F. & L. on closures of Zeka
Creek, Zeka Spur and Mt. Wellington tracks, and informed its mambers
of the reasons for the closures.

2.2 Consultation on Track Closures:
The Minister acknowledged that a meeting between N. Lester and
C.F. & L. Regional Managers would improve understanding on track
closures. The closure in the Alexandra Region of 13 tracks, had
damaged the image of the V.A.F.W.D.C. consultative procedures
with the C.F. & L., as V.A.F.W.D.C. were not warned of the closures.

The Minister agreed to arrange for N. Lesier itc address the 16
C.F. & L. Regional Managers at their December Meeting.

The Minister undertook to write and direct Regional Managers that
V.ALF.W.D.C. should be consulied prior to deciding to evoke
extraordinary clpsures. Except in emergencies, e.g. fires, etc.



3. ADVISORY COMMITTEES:

3.1 Whipstick Advisery Cormitiee:
Minister advised that upon furither review, It was decided not
to Include a V.A.F.W.D.C. representative on the Whipstick Review
Committee as it was not 2 prime four wheel drive area. The Minister
would consider more appropriate reviews in the future, Due to
a misunderstanding, the V.A,F.W.D.C. was only informed informally
about the final membership of the AdVisory Committee.

3.2 Alpine Advisory Committes:
Az 10 comittee merbers have been appolinted, V.AF.W.D.C. could
not be included. The Minister would welcome V.AF.W.D.C. input
and felt that this would be best achieved by advising and developing
a relationship with Ron Moon (Recreaticn Pepresentative).

The Minister will request through the Alpine Advisory Committee
that Ron Moon have discussions with VJALELW.D.C. re its input
1o revigw.

Action: Don Saunders will advize the V.ALFW.D.C. of dates that
it may attend commities wmeetings as an observer,

4. SWD TRAINING/EDUCATION:

&1 Brochures:
N. Lester presented the Asscoiation's brochures "Join A Club®
and "Four Whneel Driving and the Enviromment™., [Discussion followed
re possible Goverrment support for printing and distribution of

the “Enviromment” brochure, The brochure to include addresses
of C.F. & L. Regional Offices, etc., and contents to be approved
by the DUepariment of C.F. & L. The V.AFW.D.C. will submit

a proposal to the Minister for financial assistance in printing
of the brochure. The brochures will be available for the February
WD Motor Show.

4.2 Training/Education:
N. Lester advised that legal impedimentis and insurarce costs current ly
\ threaten Club Driver Education Schemes. Minister explained that
' this issue is a broader Issue and nesds 1o be addressed collectively
with various Government Dessrtments,

5. OTHER;

5.1 Avon Wilderness Area:

The Avon Wilderness Area has been proclaimed. Don Saunders expressed
the opinion that track closures would take place in the coming
weeks/months., V.ALE.W.DLC. requested that closures be delayed
until the next winter seasonal closures and then tracks need not
be re-cpened at end of winter. Minister will consider timing
of closures. Don Saunders/Minister will write to the V.A.F.W.D.C.
and clarify tracks affected and probable closure dates.

5.2 Norih West:
The Minister encouraged the V.A.F.W.D.C. to obtain a copy of the
draft review and make iis response.

5.3 Storm Damage Cleanup:
N. Lester reported that V.A.F.W.0.C. club mermbers had assisted
C.F. & L. staff in cleaning up storm damaged tracks in the Alps.
The Minister acknowledged the wvaluable role of club members in
keeping tracks clear of debris.




“OUR FORESTS FOR THE FUTURE” SEMINAR

On Tuesday the 1st of December, 1987, about 15 pecple from the V.A.F.W.D.C.
attended Melbourne University for a Seminar on our forests. We were addressed
by the fellowing speakers:

- The Hon. Barry Pullen, M.L.C.

- The Hon. Joan Kirner, M.L.C.
Minister for Conservation, Forests & Lands.

- Mr. David Scott,
Chairman, Land Conservation Council.

- Dr. Bob Smith, .
Director, Lands and Forests Division of C.F. & L.

- Mr. Bill Hare,
Dep. Director, Australia Conservation Fourdation.

- Mr. Neville Smith,
Chairman, Neville Smith Group Pty. Lid.

- Mr. Bob Richardson,
Industrial Officer, A.C.T.U.

- Mr., Charles McCubbin,
Naturalist.

The speakers had many and varied points of view on the preservation of our

forests. We listened to the points of view of the speakers and waited for

question time where we put the question of 4WD access to the high country to

the speakers. The Chairman of the meeting told us in no uncertain terms that

the Seminar was not on access, but on the future of the forests, but we continued
on and made our point of view anyway. We got our point across in such a way

that It was considered that there may be a future Seminar held on access to

the high country.

The Seminar was quite successful for those who attended from the V.A.F.W.D.C.
as we spoke to Joan Kirner during the tea break for about half an hour, letting
her know of our misgivings about our future in the alps.

We also had the opportunity of making those people who attended the Seminar
aware that we do in fact exist and that four wheel drivers have a strong point
of view to put across regarding access to the high country.

It would be rather encouraging if more people from other clubs in the V.A.F.W.D.C.
might become interested enough in their recreation to attend these meetings
in future, and not leave it to one or two clubs tfo carry the rest on their
shoulders,

GERRY HEUZ INKVELD
President, Dandenong Ranges 4WD Club.




ALPINE WALKING TRACK

Findari Publications have produced a revised edition of John Siseman's popular
guide the "Alpine Walking Track - Walhalla to Canberra". This book, fully
re-walked by John Siseman, describes the entire route starting from the old
Gippsland gold mining town of Waihalla and finishing on the outskirts of Canberra,
The 750 km alpine walking tract (AWT) passes through six major National Parks

and climbs over the highest mountains in Victoria, New South Wales and the
Australian Capital Territory.

The book is well illustrated with maps, photographs, and contains comprehensive
details of access, distance and facilities. Gf particular interest to the
four wheel driver is the access points by wvehicular trucks. The notes are
divided into 13 sections covered by 21 plan:metric maps at the scale of 1:100,000.

For the aspiring alpine tirack walker, all necessary information for adequate
planning is provided in the track notes.

The book outlines the route from Walhalla to Canberra in considerable detail
and bypasses the previous terminus of the old Victorian alpine walking track
at TOM GROGIN. It proceeds to COWOMBAT FLAT and on through KOSCIUSKO via
the Main Range and Jagungal wilderness to Namadgi Mational Parks io Canberra.

The lcocation of the AWT in Eastern and North Eastern Victoria, particularly
in the Cowombat Flat area is raised in the Alpine Area Planning Proposals.

John Siseman is a leading authority on walking in Victoria®s alpine area and

this revised edition will prove interesting to many lovers of the bush -~ including
four whee! drivers.

The book has a recormended retail price of $19.95, and is available from BOWYANGS,
High Sireet, Kew.

NEVILLE LESTER

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 1987-88

EOME TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR CONTACT WITH COMMITTEE MEMBERS

PRESIDENT Keville Lester 736 2660
VICE PRESIDENT €olin Pritchard 850 1778
SECRETARY John Hughes 589 2457
TREASURER Alan Hawkes 877 57235
COMMITTEE MEMBERS Geoff Bingham {0359y 712 760

John Cribbes 299 2827

David Hocking 583 1987

David Horne 850 2294



The Avon Wilderness, located in Central Gippsland and covering 40,000 ha, is the (irst
Wilderness to be declared in eastern Victoria and the second in the State, after the Big
Desert Wilderness adjacent to the South Australian horder.

The area takes in the upper Aven, Dolodrock and Turton Rivers and Ben Cruachan Creek. The
highest arcas of the Wilderness are usually snow-covered in winter, and the lower sections
are hot and dry in sommer, '

Environments range from sub-aipine woodlands and spow grass plaing to denss, il regrowih
forests of mountain ash and shining gum, to stunied dry foothill forests. The highest

point is Mt Wellington at 1600 metres: in the valley of the Avon River the elevatisn is

only 200 metres. CHfTs and rocky escarpments line the edge of part of the aren,

Location and access

The Wilderness is about 70 km north of Traralgon. From Licola on the Heviield-Jamieson
Road, the Bennison Plains Road and Morokz Road provide access to near the northern
boundary of the Wilderness. Four-wheel drive tracks provide access to the e¢dge of the
Wilderness in several other locations.

Management of the Wilderness

Motorised vehicles are not permitted in the Wilderness. Tracks on or near the boundary of
the Wilderness will be maintained and available for public vehicular access. Some

internal vehicular access will be maintained for essential Depariment of Conservation,
Forests and Lands management purposes, particularly For fire protection 2nd weed control
Other tracks in the Wilderness which are not essential for management will be closed
permanently,

Because of the rugged terrain and likelihood of fires caused by lightning, the Department
will maintain some helipads in the Wilderness. Strategies [or the management and control
of {ire in the Wilderness will be detailed in the Central Gippsiand Regional Fire
Protection Plan.

The area is reserved under the National Parks Act and the Park Hegulations under that Act
apply,

Activities

Activities compatible with the Wilderness include bushwalking, rock climbing, fishing,
dispersed camping and nature studies. Timber production and mining will net be permitied,
and the small amount of grazing currently permitted will be phased ocut in 1991, in line
with Government decisions already made about the activity, Husnting and the use of
firearms are not permitted. The issue of whether or not horse riding will be permitted

will be resolved in the planning process for the Alpine Area. In the meaniimes, horse

riders should contact the office ar ejther Heyfield or Maffva prior to visiting the area.

Wilderness recreatiocn

The Avon Wilderness is rugged and those using it must be prepared to accept it on its own
terms. Visitors should be properly equipped for self-contained travel and skiiled in
busheraft and navigation. The safe minimum number for a party visiting the area i3 four.
Full details of any expedition in the area should be left with a responsible person who
should be advised of the party’s return.
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Walk softly in the Wilderness:

* Portable fuel sieves are preferred to wood-burning camuofires, 1o ensury minimal impact
on the natural environment. Remember, no fires or fuel stoves may be it on Total Fire
Ban days.

® Carry out what vou carry in - leave no rubbish behind
* Tiogs, cats and flirearms are not permitted.
* Marive plants and animals are protected by law; do not disturb or remove them.

Beclaring and plavning the Wilderness

Deciaration of the Avon Wilderness is the cutcome of 2 leng
decision making, The LCC recommended creation of part «

an extension {0 the south in 1983, and endorsed those

Alpine Arvea Specisl Investigation, Legislation providin
Wilderness under the National Parks Act was passed i

psultation snd
ruess in 1979 with

ziw« Avon Wilderness is part of the Alpine Area. A prono
Moroka unit {one of five in the Alpine Area), which includes
cigosed for public comment in [988.

fofor the Wonnangatia-
e Avon Wilderness, will he

e

: %E”er information
Piease contact one of the following CFL offices:

pe

Central Gionsiond Region

Graon Street
YEFIELD 3838
Telephone: {0517 48 2355

32 Melean Street
MAFFRA 3860
Telephone: (051} 47 1291

71 Hotham Street
TRARALGON 3844
Telephone: (051) 74 6166

* Melbourne
Information Centre
240 Victoria Parade
EAST MELBOURNE 3002
Telephone: {03) 651 4795

Movember 1987
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